
INDIA – MOROCCO FOOD LEGUMES INITIATIVE

PROJECT : INCREASING FOOD LEGUMES PRODUCTION BY SMALL FARMERS TO STRENGTHEN FOOD
AND NUTRITION SECURITY THROUGH ADOPTION OF IMPROVED TECHNOLOGIES AND

GOVERNANCE  WITHIN SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION

Objectives

Dissemination and adoption of improved technologies and governance to increaseproductivity of
food legumes through participatory knowledge management systems and South-South collaboration.

Expected Outputs

1. Value chains of targeted food legumes studied and analyzed.
2. Improved varieties tested and evaluated through on-farm participatory approach.
3. Integrated crop management options refined and tested by farmers.
4. Functional village-level based seed delivery systems established.
5. Value addition through post-harvest processing, storage and labeling of food legumes

investigated.
6. A pilot knowledge connectivity system using different ICT tools to meet the needs of

information and knowledge of targeted rural communities established.
7. Pilot community based organizations (CBO/ farmer aggregation) demonstrated.
8. Back up research to enhance technology generation, including, IPM/ICM, Crop improvement,

adapted mechanization carried out.
9. Capacity building and networking of all stakeholders achieved.
10. M&E system for project implementation, management and impact developed and monitored

on a regular basis.
11. Pro-food legumes enabling policy explored and documented.

Implementation strategies and approach

To effectively address the dissemination and adoption of improved technologies and governance to
increase productivity of food legumes through participatory approach, innovation platform approach
was developed.  Innovation platforms are tools that help stakeholders to achieve a joint objective
and interact in aconcertedmanner. In the literature, the concept of innovation platform refers to a
set of stakeholders bound together by their individual interests in a shared issue, challenge or
opportunity, intending to improve livelihoods, enterprises and/or other interests. It is made up of
various actors who co-operate, communicate and share tasks to carry out activities needed for
innovation to take place (FARA, 2007).Innovation platforms are therefore tailor-made to respond to
the challenges and opportunities encountered.



At the local level, innovation platforms tend to focus on improving practices through joint
experimentation and linking of farmers to markets and others takeholders. At the national or
international level, innovation platforms tend to have a policy development orientation, often on the
basis of findings from activities taking place at the local level.

Project sites, crops and lead center

Regions Rural Communes Target Crops Lead Center
Meknès-Taounate Kansara Fababean CRRA Meknes

Walili (Sidi Ayad) Chickpea
ZemmourZair Merchouch Chickpea CRRA Rabat

Ain Sbit Lentil
Chaouia-Ouardigha Sidi El Aydi Fababean CRRA Settat

El Gara Chickpea
Abda-Doukkala JemaatShaim Chickpea and lentil CRRA Settat

Youssoufia Lentil and peas
TadlaAzilal Tagzirte Fababean CRRA Tadla

Tanant Lentil

Partners :

National System for Agricultural Research: INRA – IAV Hassan II.

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries : Central Directorates – Regional and Provincial Directorates of
Agriculture.

ONCA.

ONSSA.

ONICL

Private companies: FOCP - seed companies - collectors

Professional associations

Non-governmental organizations

OCP Foundation

International partners: ICARDA - ICRISAT – Fondation Swaminatan

Beneficiaries: local organizations and farmers.


